
 

Christmas Celebrations & Dates for the Diary 
We have lots of festive activities planned throughout the month of December, across all six  of our nurseries.  
You will already have had information from your nursery, however just in case you forget, events at all of our 
nurseries can be found be visiting the events section on the Twinkles Facebook page, just click  here to view 
them all. All our nurseries close for the Christmas break at 6pm on Friday 22nd December and do not reopen 

until 7.30am on Tuesday 2nd January 2018.  

All Weather Clothing 
Despite the very cold and wet weather we have had recently, we 
still have lots of children coming to nursery without suitable out-
door clothing. We play outside EVERY DAY, regardless  of the 
weather. Therefore can we please ask that your child has a pair of 
wellies for when we play outside. These can brought every day or if 
you prefer you could buy a pair to leave at nursery. A warm coat, 
hat, scarf and mittens are also useful for when the weather is very 
cold and it is very helpful if you label these with your child’s name. 
Please also ensure your child has spare clothes in their bag in case 
they require changing. Thank you for your co-operation. 

'At Twinkles the safeguarding of all children is of the upmost importance. If you are worried a child is at risk or harm please contact your 
nursery manager who is the designated senior officer for safeguarding or the deputy manager who is the deputy safeguarding officer ' 

Safety First 
Here at Twinkles the safety of your children is of the utmost importance. That’s why we have intercoms,   fin-
gerprint readers and magnetic locking systems on our doors and gates. These only work though, if the doors 
and gates are closed firmly when people enter and leave nursery. Just recently we have had lots of occasions 

where people have left the gate or even the door open. Please remember to close them firmly after yourselves 
and we also request that you do not allow anyone else to enter the nursery premises behind you. Instead, 

please close the gate and ask them to buzz the intercom or use their fingerprint. And if we ask you to go back 
and close the gate, please don’t be offended, we really are just trying to keep your children safe!! 

Twinkles are Recruiting 
Due to an increase in numbers we are currently recruiting for qualified Level 2 & 
3 Nursery Practitioners at all of our sites. We have a recruitment post pinned to 
the top of our Facebook page and if you could spare a minute to share it for us 
that would be very helpful, just click here to visit our Facebook page. Alterna-
tively if you know someone looking, all current vacancies can be found on the 

Twinkles website and can be viewed here. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/TwinklesNurseries/events/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/TwinklesNurseries/
http://twinklesnurseries.co.uk/vacancies


30 Hours Free Entitlement 
With the January term fast approaching, HMRC are encouraging parents to apply for 30 hours as soon as 
possible. There will be a huge number of people using the site and applying for new codes, as well as existing 
families renewing codes, so it is really important to get your application in as soon as possible. Codes are on-
ly valid for 3 months, so anyone claiming currently, will need to reapply. To find out more about the 30 hours 
or to apply, just visit the Childcare Choices website by clicking here.  The application process can take up to 
20 mins to complete. However it will time out if you don't do anything for more than 15 mins., so make sure 
you have the following to hand in advance: 
• your National Insurance number (or, if you're self-employed, your Unique Taxpayer Reference) 

• the date you started, or are due to start work 
• details of any Government support or benefits you receive 
If you're eligible, you'll receive a code. Please bring this into nursery, along with your NI number as we will 

need both these bits of information for your funding form. If you have any questions about funding, please 

call into the office.  

Tax Free Childcare & Childcare Vouchers 
Tax-Free Childcare is a government initiative which was rolled out 
earlier this year. It is open to twice as many families as the ex-
isting voucher schemes run by employers. You can still enrol on 
childcare vouchers schemes up until April 2018, however after 
this, no new families can register. It will continue to be available 
though, for as long as your employer chooses to offer it.  For eligi-
ble families, Tax-Free Childcare offers to cover 20% of childcare 
costs (up to £2,000 per child, per year), for children up to the age 
of 12 and will also be suitable for self employed families. To quali-
fy, you must earn more than £120 per week and less than 
£100,000 per year. You can read more information here.  

Computer Skills 
We have recently upgrade our ICT resources at all our sites and in each of our pre-school rooms we have an 
Tilt and Touch Table. This is a fantastic piece of equipment, similar to a giant i-pad, which allows the children 

to develop their ICT skills, as well as explore a wide range of activities to support learning throughout the EYFS. 
The table can be used in groups or individually and allows children to  develop maths and literacy skills, ex-

plore the world in which they live, create art work which they can print and lots more besides! The tables are 
based in the pre-school rooms as the children are able to use them independently, however children from the 

younger rooms also access them with adult support! If you’d like a demo of our fantastic new resources, 
please ask one of the girls to show you.  

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
http://www.madeformums.com/news-and-gossip/30-hours-of-free-childcare---will-my-child-get-it/38143.html#rules
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tax-free-childcare-10-things-parents-should-know


Festive Fun in December 
Do you know what’s on in your area over the Festive period? There’s a huge variety of things on offer in York-

shire this Christmas , from Santa’s Grottos to Winter Wonderlands, and Elf Villages to Ice-Trails. Here are some 
of our favourite ones but to find out about more local events visit Welcome to Yorkshire.  

Santa’s Grotto at Thorp Perrow 
Count down the 12 days of Christmas on a stroll 
through the Arboretum, at Thorp Perrow in Bedale. 
Eventually you will find yourself at the grotto, nes-
tled deep in the woods. The elves welcome and 
guide you through the winter wonderland, where 
you’ll meet a host of wonderful creatures before 
arriving outside Santa's log cabin home. Inside, 
you'll meet the donkeys, take a sneak peek into the 
elves bedroom and look out onto the bustling ski 
village below. 

St Nicholas Fair 
The York St Nicholas Fair is on now in York right up 
to 23rd December. Traditional chalets line the 
streets, selling a wide variety of crafts and gifts. 
There’s festive foods, activities and Christmas craft 
making as well as Father Christmas himself.  

Santa’s Elves & Sleigh Bells 
Experience a classic Christmas at the Tropical 
Butterfly House in Leeds. Visit the nativity scene in 
the cosy stable, meet friendly farm animals and take 
a peek in the manger. Hitch a ride aboard a magical 
sleigh on your way to meet Father Christmas in his 
enchanting grotto. For the grown ups there’s warm-
ing mulled wine, hot chocolate and homemade fes-
tive goodies. You can also browse a selection of fes-
tive stocking fillers in the Gift Shop!! 

Museum Gardens 
For the first time ever, the Museum Gardens in 
York is opening its doors at Christmas. There’s a 
magical after-dark illuminated walk, be greeted 
by the sights and sounds of Christmas, wander 
beneath unique tree canopies drenched in sea-
sonal colour. Begin your journey in the edible 
garden with the 12 Frames of Christmas, then 
take a walk through the forest of trees glittering 
with LED lights.  Pause at the spectacular video 
projection on one of York’s best kept secrets, St 
Mary’s Abbey ruins and the gardens will even 
make magical music for you as you reach the 
14th century Hospitium.  

Santa Underground 
Get your Christmas off to a magical start and visit 
Santa in his underground grotto at the National 
Coal Mining Museum in Wakefield! Santa is 140m 
underground this Christmas, greeting mini miners 
and their friends. A unique experience for all the 
family to enjoy together. Under 5's can go under-
ground to visit Santa too! 

Lotherton’s Christmas Experience  
Lotheron Hall in Aberford in Leeds is steeped in 
Christmas magic and excitement. Enjoy a magical 
Twelve Days of Christmas Walk through the Cap-
tains Wood around the estate, make the turtle 
doves fly, walk through the five gold rings and be 
one of our drummers drumming! Uncover a secret 
fairy hideaway in our rock garden. Visit Santa in 
the North Pole and meet our elves helping in their 
workshop. Marvel in the splendour of the Edwardi-
an House with the rooms dressed in all their fes-
tive finery. Wander down to the Elf Village where 
young ones can join the elves in making craft activ-
ities or listen to stories, and everyone can enjoy a 
cup of hot chocolate or warm snack under our 
twinkling canopy.  

https://www.yorkshire.com/christmas
https://www.yorkshire.com/view/events/bedale/santas-grotto-at-thorp-perrow-2090113
https://www.yorkshire.com/view/events/york/st-nicholas-fair-2086585
https://www.yorkshire.com/view/events/sheffield/santa-elves-and-sleigh-bells-2087914
https://www.yorkshire.com/view/attractions/york/christmas-at-york-museum-gardens-2085285
https://www.yorkshire.com/view/events/wakefield/christmas-experience-2091329
http://thechristmasexperience.co.uk/

