
Help with Childcare Costs 
Have you been on the new Government website aimed at parents yet? It’s called Childcare Choices and has 
lots of useful information on there. You can find information about the new 30 hour funding, check your 
eligibility and apply if you are suitable. To claim the additional 15 hours, you and any partner must each ex-
pect to earn, on average, at least £120 a week (equal to 16hours at the national minimum wage) If you or 
your partner are on maternity, paternity or adoption leave or are unable to work because you are disabled 
or have caring responsibilities, you could still be eligible. If you qualify, you will receive your unique code. 
Once you have this, please bring it in to nursery as soon as possible as we cannot claim the additional hours 
without this information. You can also find out about eligibility for 2 year funding and read  about the new 
Tax Free Childcare scheme on the Childcare Choices website. All those families who wish to claim the uni-
versal 15 hours (the hours available to all 3 & 4 year olds) or the universal plus the extended 15 hours along 
with those eligible for 2 year funding, will need to complete a funding form. Please call in to the office  to do 
this as soon as possible.  

Have you heard the news? 
We are very excited to have been shortlisted for not 

one, but two awards recently in the 2017 Nursery 
World Awards. Twinkles Oxford Place, our newest 
nursery, have made it to the finals in the Nursery 

Launch category. We have also made the finals in the 
Online and Social Media category. We are delighted 
to have made it this far and will be heading down to 

London next month to find out if we have won!  

'At Twinkles, the safeguarding of all children is of the upmost importance. If you are worried a child is at risk or harm please contact 
your nursery manager who is the designated senior officer for safeguarding or the deputy manager who is the deputy safeguarding 

officer ' 

Leave a Review 
Do the team at your nursery do a fantastic job? Is your child’s Key Person 

amazing? Does your little one arrive at nursery excited for the day 
ahead? Are you in awe of the amazing activities we provide? We want 

you to tell the world!! You can leave a review on our Day Nurseries 
listing, just search for your nursery, rate us and leave your comments. 

These scores are really important as they help create an overall score for 
the nursery. You can also leave us a review on the Twinkles Facebook 

Page by selecting the review us option. If, however, there is something 
you think you can improve on, you can use the comments book located 
in the reception area at your nursery or by speaking to one of the team. 
The office door is always open and we welcome your feedback, good or 

bad!! 

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/TwinklesNurseries/


The Twinkles Sun Club 
We just wanted to remind you about the Twinkles Sun 

Club as we have seen lots of nice sunny weather re-
cently. If you joined, the £5 you paid covers you for the 

whole of the summer. The sun cream we provide is 
Boots Soltan, minimum factor 30, 8 hour protection 
cream. You are still required to send your child to 

nursery with sun cream on as the cream needs to be 
allowed to soak in to the skin to provide the best pro-
tection. We still have lots of parents who are sending 
their children to nursery without any cream on at all. 

We will keep your child topped up with cream through-
out the day but you MUST send them to nursery with 

cream on already. We will also ensure they have plenty 
to drink, are kept out of the midday sun and are of 
course wearing a hat. If you do not wish to join the 

Twinkles Sun Club, please provide a named bottle of 
cream and a named hat that can be kept at nursery.  

One Man’s Junk... 
We are always collecting bits to add to our heuristic areas 
or to enhance loose parts play, so if you decide to have a 
clear out over the summer there are lots of things we can 
make use of! Please save your sturdy plastic bottles, lids 
from anything and everything, empty baby milk tins, old 
bangles/bracelets and if you have any other household ob-
jects you think we could use, please ask us before you 
throw them out! We are always on the look out for bits to 
add to our outdoor construction areas such as old guttering, 
plumbing pipes and spare decking planks or bicycle wheels. 
Kitchen utensils, pans, baking trays and bun tins are all fan-
tastic resources for our music walls and mud kitchens.   We 
can also use fabric scraps, odd balls of wool, pieces of rib-
bon,  cds or records that don’t play anymore, curtain rings, 
mug trees and empty herb and spice containers! If you have 
anything else you think we could use, please just ask in the 
office, you’d be amazed at what we can make use of!  

Twinkles Uniform 
Did you know you can order Twinkles Uniform for your child? We 
have teamed up with Tesco School uniform to offer you a range of 
polo shirts, t-shirts, sweatshirts and cardigans. They are very good 
quality and excellent value for money with polo shirts priced from 
£3.75 and sweatshirts from £6.50. If you would like to place an or-
der, this can be done online, just ask in the office and we can email 
you the link or search for Tesco School Uniform and then select 
your nursery from the ones on the list! 



Security at Twinkles 
One of the most important things to us here at Twinkles 
is safety and we would like to take this opportunity to 
remind you about security when arriving or departing 
from Twinkles. It is very important that you do not let 
anyone else on to the nursery premises and instead ask 
them to buzz the intercom to gain access. This enables 
us to monitor who is coming into the building. We also 
ask that you ensure that the door or gate is closed fully 
behind you when you leave, this will prevent anyone 
getting through unauthorised and ensures that no-one 
else’s children can get out in to the carpark when they 
are leaving with their parents. Thank you for you co-
operation.  

Yorkshire Children of Courage Awards 2017 
We are once again delighted to be one of the main sponsors for this years Yorkshire Children of Courage 
Awards. Yorkshire Children of Courage Awards is a truly unique event that combines honouring and recog-
nising courageous young people in Yorkshire with raising funds for St. James’s Place Foundation. Originally 
launched in 2011, the annual awards dinner is a highlight of the Yorkshire social calendar as well as a sig-
nificant annual fundraiser and flagship event for the Foundation. From small but significant beginnings in 
2011 Yorkshire Children of Courage Awards (YCCA) has captured the imagination of the people of York-
shire and has grown into an amazing celebration of achievement attended by over 750 people. 
There are emotional scenes as the region’s bravest and most courageous children and young adults are 
recognised. From those born with challenging, life-limiting conditions, but excelling in the face of their 
difficulties, to the young fundraisers who have been inspired to make a difference, to those going out of 
their way to be a tower of strength for family members in need of support – all the winners will be cele-
brated and have exceptional stories to tell. 
We have already hosted the Nomination roadshow at Twinkles Leeds, where the boys and girls were lucky 
enough to meet some VIPs!! We are eagerly awaiting the roadshow coming to Twinkles Knaresborough 
next week too!! To read more about the awards, nominate a child or even book a table on the night itself, 
just visit the website Yorkshire Children.  

https://www.yorkshirechildren.co.uk/


Looking for something fun to do over the Summer?  Here’s a round up of some of the 
best things we’ve found: 

 
The Web Adventure Park in York has a huge indoor and outdoor play area, a water park, a beach, 
quad bikes, animals and more, If you’ve got older children they also have wired high ropes for children 
ages 7 plus. They are also open till 7pm Sunday to Thursday and 8pm on a Friday and Saturday.  
Also in York is the York Maze, with over 20 rides, attractions and shows as well as the maze itself. You 
can meet owls, hawks, snakes and spiders, try pillow jumping, tackle the cobstacle course or visit Ker-
nel Kernel’s House of Cornfusion.  
Piglets Adventure Farm in York have all kinds of things going on over the summer. There’s daily foam 
parties and discos, Fat Matt’s Circus, the Magic Hatter, Pig Racing, a Fairy Tale Trail, a Bale Play Barn 
and a Maize Maze!  
Harewood House and grounds comes to life this summer with fun activities inspired by Alice in Won-
derland. Characters including Alice, the Cheshire Cat, the Mad Hatter and the March Hare are part of 
fun events. Spot them around the beautiful lakeside path, enjoy a game of croquet or make your own 
Mad Hatters hat!! There’s also a White Rabbit eye spy trail, tea drinking and mock turtle soup!  
Mother Shipton’s Cave in Knaresborough have a swashbuckling adventure running over the holidays 
with Perishing Pirates and Marvellous Mermaids.  Once you’ve exhausted the activities there you can 
walk down by the river, go on a boat, play crazy golf or visit the castle up in the town.  
Standedge Tunnel in Huddersfield is good to explore whatever the weather. It is the deepest, longest 
and highest canal tunnel in Britain and you can take a boat ride down the tunnel, eat lunch overlook-
ing the canal and have a play in the indoor and outdoor play areas.  
Abbey House Museum in Leeds has a Fairy Tales and Fantasy exhibition, including favourites such as 
Sleeping Beauty, Aladdin and Cinderella! 
There’s a Gruffalo Spotters Trail in Dalby Forest, think Pokemon Go but with the Gruffalo characters!! 
Explore the beautiful Dalby Forest whilst using your phone to search for the characters. Have a conver-
sation with the mouse, meet the snake and of course the Gruffalo himself! 
Thorp Perrow has a themed trail to explore throughout the summer months, right up until the 3rd of 
September. There are also beautiful gardens, a tasty café and lots of animals to meet.  
The Summer Adventure at Stockeld Park has started and they have a Pirate week from 31st July, as 
well as the interactive enchanted forest, five adventure playgrounds, wet weather indoor play areas 
and a woodland café.  
Nunnington Hall has all kinds going on over the summer, including Flutterbies and Creepy Crawlies on 
9th August and a Peter Pan Garden Theatre on 11th August.  
Cannon Hall have a live dinosaur adventure called Dino Live from 10th to 13th August if you have a 
dinosaur fan and once you’ve exhausted the dinosaurs you can visit the animals! 
 

http://webadventurepark.co.uk/
http://www.yorkmaze.com/
http://pigletsadventurefarm.com/
http://harewood.org/
http://www.mothershipton.co.uk/
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/museums-and-attractions/standedge-tunnel-and-visitor-centre-west-yorkshire?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIr8aazsu21QIVbb7tCh2BJABWEAAYASAAEgIuT_D_BwE
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/museumsandgalleries/Pages/Abbey-House-Museum.aspx
https://www.forestry.gov.uk/gruffalo
https://www.thorpperrow.com/
http://stockeldpark.co.uk/summer/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/nunnington-hall
http://cannonhallfarm.co.uk/
http://cannonhallfarm.co.uk/events/dino-farm-live-dinosaur-adventure-august-10-13/


Are you always stuck for something to do at home on a rainy day? Want to help your little one learn a 
new skill? Want to try something new? Here are just some of the fantastic activities we have found 
that you could easily try at home over the next few weeks! And of course, if you try one out, don’t for-
get to upload some pictures to your child’s online Learning Journey so we can see what you’ve been 
up to!  


