
***Calling all 30 hours funded Parents*** 
Are you remembering to log into your childcare account 
online and re-confirm your eligibility information every 3 
months? You also need to let us know you have done it and 
provide us with the code. If you do not do this then you will 
be unable to claim the 30 hours funding, you will still howev-
er, be entitled to the 15 hours universal entitlement. You 
should get an email reminder from HMRC so don’t forget to 
check your emails and your junk folder! If you would like any 
information about the 30 hours funding, please call into the 
office.  

Twinkles Holiday Club 
Did you know we are running a Holiday Club in the Easter Holidays, at 
both Twinkles Boston Spa and Twinkles Wetherby. It is open to all chil-
dren who are aged 4-11 and have already started full time education. 
The holiday club is running from Tuesday 3rd April to Friday 13th April. 
If you or someone you know is interested in booking a place please 
either ask in the office at nursery or email nao-
mi@twinklesnurseries.com for Boston Spa Holiday Club or 
amy@twinklesnurseries.com for Wetherby Holiday Club. They will be 
able to send you a copy of the planning and a booking form. At just 
£28 per day, it’s excellent value for money and we offer a wide range 
of fun filled activities including arts and crafts, baking and trips out.  

'At Twinkles, the safeguarding of all children is of the upmost importance. If you are worried a child is at risk or 
harm please contact your Nursery Manager who is the designated senior officer for safeguarding or the Deputy 

Manager who is the deputy safeguarding officer ' 

Childcare Vouchers & Tax Free Childcare 
You may have recently read that there was a deadline for new families registering for childcare vouchers. This 
date has now been extended by an additional 6 months, until October 2018. This is to allow for a smooth tran-
sition to the Tax-Free Childcare scheme, and provide parents with more time to consider their options for 
childcare support. Childcare Vouchers are available through your employer, however from October the vouch-
ers scheme will close to new entrants. Existing families will still be able to use their vouchers though. New 
families can sign up for Tax-Free childcare instead, to find our more information about the scheme, visit the 
Childcare Choices website. Families who are eligible can get up to £2,000 of support per year per child, regard-
less of who their employer is or whether they are self-employed. Tax Free Childcare provides lone parents 
with the same support as couples. You can also find information about 15 & 30 hours funding on the Childcare 
Choices website and see if you are eligible for any other help with your childcare costs.  

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/


First Aid for Parents 
One of our Twinkles families had a very scary experience earlier this year when their little boy choked on a 
grape. Despite their best efforts they were unable to dislodge it and had to call for an ambulance. Not only 
did their two year old son stop breathing, he also suffered a cardiac arrest, luckily the ambulance crew 
were able to help and after a two night stay in hospital, Ralph made a full recovery. Would you know what 
to do if your child was choking? Or could you help them if they had a secure allergic reaction or a seizure? 
Have you ever done any first aid training? We have teamed up with Millie’s Trust to offer parent First Aid 
sessions across the Twinkles group. We have the following dates booked in and the cost is just £20 per per-
son. If you can’t make the date at your nursery, you are welcome to book on one of the other dates at the 
other sites, just ask in the office and don’t forgot to let family and friends know in case they are interested 
too.  The courses are 10am till 4pm at all venues and will include information on how to deal with choking, 
bleeding, seizures, allergic reactions, a child who is unresponsive and more. We have the following dates 
booked in to the diary: 

Twinkles Oxford Place— Saturday 14th April 
Twinkles Church Walk & Twinkles White Rose—Saturday 9th June (held at Twinkles Church Walk) 

Twinkles Boston Spa  & Wetherby—Saturday 16th June (held at Twinkles Boston Spa) 
Twinkles Knaresborough—Saturday 23rd June  

'At Twinkles, the safeguarding of all children is of the upmost importance. If you are worried a child is at risk or 
harm please contact your Nursery Manager who is the designated senior officer for safeguarding or the Deputy 

Manager who is the deputy safeguarding officer ' 

Festivals & Celebrations 

Here at Twinkles we love to celebrate and we want to make sure we 
are celebrating everything that you do! We would love to hear about 
the different festivals you celebrate at home so we can continue this 
at nursery. Please let your child’s key person know about all the 
things you do as a family and how you celebrate them. We would al-
so love you to come into nursery to talk to the children, share stories, 
bring in special things to share at circle time or even bake with the 
children.  Please speak to your child’s key person if you would like to 
come in and don’t forget to upload some pictures  of your celebra-
tions to your child’s online Capture or email some pictures in for 
news from home! 

http://www.milliestrust.com/


The Twinkles Summer Ball 
Have you heard the exciting news about the Twinkles Summer Ball? We are very excited to announce not 
one, but two firsts for Twinkles this summer. We are holding a double ball in aid of the NSPCC. There will be 
a Graduation Ball in the daytime for all our older children starting Primary school in September. Tickets for 
this are £10 per child and adults are not required to stay! There will fun and games, party food and enter-
tainment provided by the award winning Rascals Entertainment. The Graduation Ball has a Superhero & 
Princess theme so your little graduate can come in fancy dress or party dress, it’s entirely up to them and 
the event is from 11am to 1pm. Then in the evening we are holding a Twinkles Summer Ball for our Twin-
kles families and friends and tickets for this are £50 per person. This includes a red carpet welcome, drinks 
reception, three course dinner, coffee and chocolates, live band, DJ and more. There will also be a raffle, 
silent auction and more on the night, you can take advantage of our early bird offer and book a table of 10 
for £450. To take advantage of this early bird offer, you must book by 31st May. Both events will be held at 
The Queens Hotel in Leeds on Saturday 7th July 2018 and will be ticket only, tickets can be booked by 
emailing kirstie@twinklesnurseries.com. We are also on the look out for raffle prizes (raffle tickets will be 
on sale at all 6 nurseries in the run up to the event) so if you think you might be able to help out, or would 
like any more information, again, please email kirstie@twinklesnurseries.com.  

'At Twinkles, the safeguarding of all children is of the upmost importance. If you are worried a child is at risk or 
harm please contact your Nursery Manager who is the designated senior officer for safeguarding or the Deputy 

Manager who is the deputy safeguarding officer ' 

Twinkles Summer Menu 
We will shortly be starting our new Summer Menu and as well 
as lots of old favourites from last summer there will be some 
new dishes for the children to try. Your nursery manager will 
shortly be sending out your copy of the menu, if you don’t re-
ceive it, please call into the office and we can resend it. We will 
be updating the Twinkles Facebook page each morning with the 
days dishes so if you don’t follow us already, why don’t you pop 
over now and give us a like. Don’t forget to like our posts 
though so we keep appearing in your newsfeed. If your little one 
enjoys something at Twinkles that they simply won’t entertain 
at home, please ask our nursery chefs to provide you with their 
own special recipes for you to try out, they will be only too hap-
py to share them with you.  

https://www.facebook.com/TwinklesNurseries/


Spring Activities to try at Home... 
Here are a few activities that you might like to try at home over the next few weeks. We have activi-
ties to develop fine motor skills, activities to help children find out about the world, ideas to develop 
early maths skills, ways to reuse those plastic Easter eggs everyone seems to collect and some baking 

activities. If you click on the baking photos it will take you to the recipe online! 
 

https://www.netmums.com/easter/easy-easter-biscuit-recipes
https://kidfriendlythingstodo.com/2017/03/cute-easy-make-little-lamb-rice-krispies-treat-easter/
https://kidscraftroom.com/edible-paint-recipe-rainbow-bread/

