
'At Twinkles, the safeguarding of all children is of the upmost importance. If you are worried a child is at risk or 
harm please contact your nursery manager who is the designated senior officer for safeguarding or the deputy 

manager who is the deputy safeguarding officer ' 

Twinkles Holiday Club 
Did you know we are running a Holiday Club over the 
long summer break? This will run from our Boston Spa, 
Knaresborough & Wetherby sites. We already have very 
limited availability at Knaresborough so please ask Sian 
or Rachel if you are interested in a place. The holiday 
club is open to all children who are aged 4-11 and have 
already started full time education. If you are interested 
or would like to know more, please either ask in the 
office or email kirstie@twinklesnurseries.com. At just 
£28 per day, it’s excellent value for money and we offer 
a wide range of fun filled activities including arts and 
crafts, baking and trips out and about! 

Exciting News 
Have you heard the news? We are opening our second city centre nursery this October and are very excited 
about it! The 60 place nursery will be located on Oxford Place, just next to the Town Hall. The builders are al-
ready in making changes to the building and we have been busy planning each of the rooms. As well as a Baby 
Stars, Rising Stars and Shooting Stars, it will also be the first of our nurseries to have a room dedicated to 
Physical Development. There is also going to be a small but exciting outdoor play area with lots of activities 
for the children to take part in. We have already had lots of enquiries and are taking bookings. If you know 
someone who may be interested in a place, please ask them to email kirstie@twinklesnurseries.com. We are 
also recruiting for the following positions: Nursery Manager, Deputy Manager, Senior Early Years Practition-
ers, Early Years Practitioners and a Chef! Anyone interested in any of the positions should email Jonathan 
Johnson—jonathan@twinklesnurseries.com.  

Yorkshire Children of Courage Awards 
If you haven’t already heard, we are one of the main sponsors for this years Yorkshire Children of Courage 
Awards. Yorkshire Children of Courage Awards is a truly unique event that combines honouring and recognis-
ing courageous young people in Yorkshire with raising funds for St. James’s Place Foundation. There are emo-
tional scenes as the region’s bravest and most courageous children and young adults are recognised.  You can 
read more about the categories for the awards  here and put your nominations forward and the deadline has 
just been extended to 19th August! The ceremony is in October and this will be held at New Dock Hall in Leeds 
on Friday 14th October. If you would like to come along, join in the fun and support this fantastic event, you 
can book tickets here. Tickets are £80 per person or you can book a table for 10 people for £750.  

https://www.yorkshirechildren.co.uk/nominations/nominate-a-child/
https://www.yorkshirechildren.co.uk/book-tickets/


Harrogate Mumbler Awards 

Have you heard of the Mumbler Awards? If you attend our Knaresborough, 
Wetherby or Boston Spa nurseries then you may well have done. As a parent 
you may visit the Harrogate Mumbler website which is a fantastic source of 
information or you may have joined the Facebook group where you can find 
out about local events, share ideas, ask for advice, make friends and on a 
weekend buy and sell children’s toys and clothes. The Mumbler Awards are 
an opportunity to celebrate the very best family focused businesses in the 
Harrogate district. There are ten individual Mumbler Awards, including  fa-
vourite Day Nursery, which Twinkles Knaresborough won in 2014 and were 
shortlisted for in 2015. Nominations are now open, and we would love it if 
you could nominate Twinkles again.  As the awards are for Harrogate busi-
nesses only it needs to be Twinkles Knaresborough that you nominate specifi-
cally! Votes and nominations are only accepted from the following postcodes:  
HG, YO51, LS21, LS22, LS23 and DL6, 7, 8 and 9 or BD23. If you have any of 
these postcodes, we would love it if you could spare a minute or two to nom-
inate us, just click here! 

Childhood Illnesses 

All children get ill from time to time and there are lots of different childhood illness, each with different 
treatments and exclusion periods, we often get asked how long a child has to be off for so here is a quick 

summary which we hope you will find useful: 

Chicken Pox—Children may not return until all spots have crusted over 

German Measles— Children must be excluded for 4 days from onset of rash 

Hand, foot & Mouth—no exclusion 

Impetigo—Children can return 48 hours after antibiotics have started or when the lesions are crusted 
and healed  

Measles—Children must be excluded for 4 days from onset of rash 

Scarlet Fever—Children can return 24 hours after antibiotics have started 

Shingles—Children should only be excluded if the rash is weeping and cannot be covered 

Slapped Cheek—no exclusion 

Sickness & Diarrhoea—Children can return 48hours after the last 
episode of sickness or diarrhoea 

Whooping Cough—Children can return 5 days after starting antibi-
otic treatment or 21 days after onset of rash if not receiving anti-

biotics 

Conjunctivitis—no exclusion 

Head Lice—no exclusion but please treat your child’s hair BEFORE 
bringing them into nursery 

Please ask if you have any questions about any of the information 

http://www.harrogatemumbler.com/
https://www.facebook.com/harrogate.mumbler/
http://www.mumblerawards.com/award-categories/
http://www.mumblerawards.com/nominate/


Twinkles Awards  

It’s nearly time for our Twinkles Awards Ceremony and we need your help! For those of you who have 
been with us a while, you may remember the categories from last year. However after much discussion 
we have some new categories for 2016: 

Commitment to Personal & Professional Development—This award is for the practitioner who has 
worked hard to improve themselves over the past year, learning new skills, furthering their qualification 
and providing better learning opportunities for the children.  
Best Learning Environment—This is awarded to the room who have created the best learning environ-
ment for their children. They regularly enhance provision to create a fun, stimulating and inviting envi-
ronment for the children.  
Colleague of the Year—This is voted for by the staff team and they can nominate someone who has sup-
ported them in their role, or who is always first to help others out, always has a smile on their face or re-
ally does their best all the time! 
Carer of the Year—This is voted for by you our parents. We want to know which practitioner goes above 
and beyond to make you and your child feel welcome. They greet you with a cheerful face each day, are 
helpful, kind, polite and most of all caring! Your child loves them and that means you love them too, as it 
means you can go to work each day knowing that your child is happy! 
 
You will shortly be receiving an email from Survey Monkey, inviting you to nominate your Carer of the 
Year. If you don’t receive it, please check your junk emails or email kirstie@twinklesnurseries.com. When 
filling it in, don’t forget the reasons why you think they deserve to win! 

Tasty Summer Treats 
Here’s a super easy recipe to make with your children, they make an ideal summer snack on a hot day 
and are healthy too! 

Ingredients 
 

1 punnet of strawberries 
1 large pot of Greek yoghurt 

 
 
 
 

 
How to make: 
1. Wash the strawberries and trim the stalks and leaves off each one 
2. Put some of the Greek yoghurt in a bowl and then roll each strawberry until its completely covered. 

This is lots of fun but could be a bit messy if you have little helpers! 
3. Lay the strawberries flat on a baking sheet 
4. Once all the fruit is coated, place the tray flat in a freezer overnight.  
5. Remove from tray and store in freezer bags until needed 
 
You can also coat in chocolate or rainbow sprinkles for an extra special treat. This is easiest to do once 
the yoghurt has started to set slightly. Alternatively you can drizzles with a little melted chocolate once 
set. You can use other fruits as well such as raspberries, blueberries or slices of kiwi fruit and banana. 



Summer Fun 
Now that the weather finally seems to be getting a bit nicer, you might be looking for something to do 
on a weekend or your days off. There are lots of places nearby to visit that you may not have heard of 
and there are also lots of special events planed over the next few weeks at some of the local attrac-
tions. Here are just a few suggestions for you: 
There are three action packed Superhero Days at the Royal Armouries in Leeds, 9-11th August, with 
face painting, crafts, drawing and of course chance to meet you favourite superheroes!  
Temple Newsam are holding a Family Fun Day and Classic Car 
Show on Saturday 13th August. It’s in aid of St Gemma’s Hos-
pice and there’ll be go karts, a bouncy castle, stalls, food, 
games, a fire engine, classic cars and more! 
You can Party on Pirate Island on Sunday 14th August!! Just 
head along to Thwaites Mill in Stourton and you can hunt for 
buried treasure, build your own telescope, have a boat ride 
and more! 
Have you got a transport fan in your house? What about the Leeds Classic Bus Day on 21st August? 
It’s at the Leeds Industrial Museum in Armley.  
If you fancy a trip to York there’s the fantastic Web Adventure Park. There’s a huge indoor play centre, 
animal area, climbing wall and café.  
At Treetopnets in North Stainley you can scramble, bounce up to 40ft in the woodland canopy at the 
UK’s biggest tree top net park!! It’s suitable for children aged 3-10 years and booking is advised! 
There’s all sorts going on over the summer at Piglets Adventure Park in York. There’s  pig racing , wa-
ter bomb challenges, foam parties and the exciting new Truffles Farmhouse and Barn, a fantastic out-
door play area.  

If you fancy something a bit different there’s the Standedge Tunnel in Huddersfield.  It’s the longest, 
highest and deepest canal tunnel in the country! You can take a trip on a boat,  go on a nature trail, 
explore the wildlife garden and play in the adventure playground as well as tuck into some tasty lunch 
at the café.  
There’s Stockeld Park just outside Wetherby that has an ‘Enchanted Forest’, an adventure playground, 
go karts, a magical maze and lots more. There’s also a Pirate Treasure Trail throughout the Summer.  
Over in Wakefield there’s Charlottes Farm where you tuck into tasty ice-cream,  ride the Charlotte Ex-
press, play in the adventure playground and meet the animals. There’s goats, a giant rabbit, peacocks, 
rhea, donkeys and Jersey cows. Best of all entry is free! 
 
If you visit somewhere with your children and think our other Twinkles families would like to visit, 
please let us know about it! 
 

https://www.royalarmouries.org/events/events-at-leeds/calendar/2016-08-09/superheroes
http://www.st-gemma.co.uk/carrally
http://www.st-gemma.co.uk/carrally
https://www.familiesonline.co.uk/local/leeds/whats-on/party-on-pirate-island-at-thwaite-mills-watermill
http://www.visitleeds.co.uk/thedms.aspx?dms=3&venue=1582966&feature=10000
http://www.webadventurepark.co.uk/
https://www.treetopnets.co.uk/
http://pigletsadventurefarm.com/
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/museums-and-attractions/standedge-tunnel-and-visitor-centre
http://stockeldpark.co.uk/
http://www.charlottesjerseyicecream.co.uk/

