
Welcome 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to all new parents at the nurseries. We very much hope your chil-
dren enjoy their time with us and that you feel happy with the care they receive. It is really important to us 
that we receive your feedback or any suggestions on any aspect of nursery life, as we are always looking to 
improve the service we provide. There is a comments book at nursery where you can make suggestions and 

leave feedback, alternatively you can email your Nursery Manager or Deputy Manager.  

A MASSIVE WELL DONE TO TWINKLES 
WETHERBY! 

If you haven’t heard already, Twinkles Wetherby 
recently had their Ofsted Inspection and we are de-
lighted to inform you that they are OUTSTANDING! 
We are very proud of them for all their hard work 
on the day, as I’m sure you can imagine it is very 

stressful for the staff team! All of our nurseries are 
due an inspection in the current inspection cycle so 

we will be sharing lots of good practice and tips 
across the sites over the coming months to ensure 

we are doing the very best we can.  

'At Twinkles, the safeguarding of all children is of the upmost importance. If you are worried a child is at risk or harm please contact 
your nursery manager who is the designated senior officer for safeguarding or the deputy manager who is the deputy safeguarding 

officer ' 

National Share a Story Month 
Did you know May was National Share a Story Month? In 
celebration of this we will be sharing lots of story related 
things on our social media. This will include our favourite 

stories, story related activities to try at home, recipes 
and even story related places to visit! We will also be 

revamping our Twinkles Lending Libraries and swapping 
them round over the next couple of weeks, this will 

mean there will then be a new selection of books to bor-
row at each of our nurseries. If you still have a book from 
the Twinkles Library, please can you return it as soon as 
possible.  If you have a favourite story and you’d like to 

share it with the rest of the Twinkles families, please 
email kirstie@twinklesnurseries.com 



The Twinkles Sun Club 
We have already enjoyed some very nice sunny days 

this Spring and we heard a little rumour that more nice 
weather was on the way this month. We would there-
fore like to remind you about the Twinkles Sun Club. 
We will shortly be sending out forms for you to com-
plete should you wish to join. It’s just £5 to join the 
Sun Club and the £5 covers sun cream and a sun hat 

for the duration of the summer. The sun cream provid-
ed will be Boots Soltan, minimum factor 30, 8 hour 

protection cream. If your child has an allergy to this, 
please let us know so we can provide an alternative.  

You are still required to send your child to nursery with 
sun cream on, as the cream needs to be allowed to 

soak in to the skin to provide the best protection. Once 
at nursery we will make sure that your child has cream 
reapplied throughout the day. We will also ensure they 

have plenty to drink, are kept out of the midday sun 
and are of course wearing a hat. If you do not wish to 
join the Twinkles Sun Club, please provide a named 
bottle of cream and a named hat that can be kept at 

nursery.  

School Leavers 
Thank you to all those families that have let us know which school their child will be joining in September. If 
you haven’t done so yet, please call in to the office or tell your child’s Key Person. If you already know when 
your child’s last day with us is going to be, please let us know so that we can ensure their Learning Journey 
and School Transition report are completed in plenty of time. It will also allow us time to prepare for lots of 

very sad goodbyes! (Please note that the we require 4 weeks notice to cancel your child’s place at Twinkles) If 
you use childcare vouchers to pay part or all of your child’s nursery fees, then you will also need to cancel 

these, it is amazing how many families forget to do this! 
Over the next few months, we will be doing lots of activities to help prepare our oldest children for the transi-
tion to school, as part of our ‘School Ready’ programme. This will vary across the nurseries so please ask your 

child’s Key Person for more information.  
There are also lots of lovely books about starting school and these are some of our favourites: 

Billy & the Big New School  by Catherine & Laurence Anholt 
Starting School by Janet & Allan Ahlberg 

Come to School Too Blue Kangeroo by Emma Chichester Clark 
Harry and the Dinosaurs go to School by Ian Whybrow 



Yorkshire Children of Courage Awards 2017 
We are once again delighted to be one of the main sponsors for this years Yorkshire Children of 
Courage Awards. Yorkshire Children of Courage Awards is a truly unique event that combines hon-
ouring and recognising courageous young people in Yorkshire with raising funds for St. James’s Place 
Foundation. Originally launched in 2011, the annual awards dinner is a highlight of the Yorkshire so-
cial calendar as well as a significant annual fundraiser and flagship event for the Foundation. From 
small but significant beginnings in 2011 Yorkshire Children of Courage Awards (YCCA) has captured 
the imagination of the people of Yorkshire and has grown into an amazing celebration of achieve-
ment attended by over 750 people. 
There are emotional scenes as the region’s bravest and most courageous children and young adults 
are recognised. From those born with challenging, life-limiting conditions, but excelling in the face of 
their difficulties, to the young fundraisers who have been inspired to make a difference, to those go-
ing out of their way to be a tower of strength for family members in need of support – all the win-
ners will be celebrated and have exceptional stories to tell. 
We are excited to be attending the launch Party later on this month where we will get the opportuni-
ty to meet the other sponsors as well as some of the AMAZING children from last year. Nominations 
for 2017 are now open, and here are the categories: 
 

• Outstanding Bravery 
• Fundraiser 

• Special Recognition 
• Young Carer 

• Sporting Achievement  
You can read more about each of the categories here and put your nominations forward.  

 
Over the next few months we will be hosting the nominations box at some of our nurseries and we 
will be inviting you to come along, join in the fun and of course nominate someone you think is wor-
thy of winning. We will let you know as soon as dates have been confirmed. Then in October we 
have the Awards Ceremony itself.  This will be held at New Dock Hall in Leeds on Friday 13th Octo-
ber. If you would like to come along, join in the fun and support this fantastic event, you can book 
tickets here.  Tickets are £80 per person or you can book a table for 10 people for £750.  
 
Last year we were delighted when Oscar Day, who attended Twinkles Knaresborough, won the Spe-
cial Recognition Award. Oscar was born at 29 weeks and after a series of complications was left with 
Cerebral Palsy. Despite the challenges he faces every day, Oscar continues to make progress and is 
quite simply the most inspirational little boy we have ever met. This weekend his parents and several 
family members took part in the Yorkshire Warrior 15K to help raise money for specialist treatment 
and therapy for Oscar which is sadly no longer available on the NHS. If you will like to read more 
about Oscar’s story or support his campaign, just click here.  

https://www.yorkshirechildren.co.uk/nominations/nominate-a-child/
https://www.yorkshirechildren.co.uk/book-tickets/
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/Oscar-day-2


Blind Safety 
Do you have blinds at home? How safe are they? Window blind cords and chains can pose a risk for babies, 
children and vulnerable people who could injure or even strangle them selves. To avoid accidents,  keep cords 
out of the reach of young children. Research indicates that most accidental deaths involving blind cords hap-
pen in the bedroom and occur in children between 16 months and 36 months old, with the majority (more 
than half) happening at around 23 months. Below are some tips on making your blinds safe and you can find 
more information about blind safety by clicking here and keep your children safe.  

Pushchair Dangers 
Many of you have probably covered your baby’s pram or pushchair 
with a blanket to shield their delicate skin from the sunshine or to 
help them get to sleep. But when the weather outside is particular-
ly warm, this can be very dangerous. Shading your buggy with a 
baby blanket can cause your little one to overheat, increasing the 
risk of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS). A Swedish study 
found that the temperature inside a pram can reach 22°C on a 
warm day, but a shocking 34°C if it’s covered with a thin layer for 
just 30 minutes! Sun umbrella’s are a much better alternative and 
the position can be easily adjusted. They provide much needed 
shade but still allow lots of air to circulate inside the pram or push-
chair.  

http://www.rospa.com/rospaweb/docs/advice-services/home-safety/blind-cord-safety.pdf

